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I n the last
few weeks, the
new home for
Peter’s Place has
been officially
christened with
the initiation of
the 2005-2006

support groups, two open houses, new
families coming for orientation, and the vis-
itors arriving to tour. The once blank space
is waking up to the energy of the children
and the return of the Peter’s Place commu-
nity. Peter’s Place is where so much
happens. It is a workplace for some, a
place to collaborate and plan, a place for
play, a place to talk, cry, be silly, and expe-
rience the most genuine and natural
human emotions. To
me, the space is a
sacred place, because
Peter’s Place is where
we acknowledge
together that things can
inexplicably fall apart.
By experiencing this in
the presence of accept-
ing others, we are
calling upon community
to act as healer.

We are a community surrounded by a very
brusque and busy world. All of us are
pulled in many directions by our relation-

who will easily forge this connection, who
are hungry for what this community has 
to offer.

As Executive Director, I am committed to
preserving our values – to providing excep-
tional services to children and families, to

making Peter’s Place a rewarding and
enriching place to work, volunteer, visit,
support, and to making Peter’s Place finan-
cially secure and sustainable in the long
term. I do not believe that this community
can claim or aspire to having one voice.

ships and community memberships outside
of Peter’s Place. Often we are asked to
hurry up, get over it, be practical, move on,
stop being so sensitive – or whatever else
we may be called upon to keep going and,
in effect, erase our basic nature and indi-
vidual experience. Peter’s Place is a

community that defies these other 
messages by encouraging a personal,
experiential path towards healing. No 
matter what our situation or personal expe-
rience of loss, we all need the reminder of
what Peter’s Place represents.

This community is now reaching five years
old. This five-year old
has already grown a
lot and can mature
substantially more
should we choose to
explore. Peter’s Place,
as I know it so far, is
made vital by the
tenacious commitment
of volunteers, families,
donors, staff, and
Board of Directors. I

have been amazed by the strength of the
connection so many have with Peter’s
Place. There is a splendid passion here! As
we reach out, there will be more people

Peter’s Place is Our Town
by Elise Gaul, MS, Executive Director

Continued on page 4...

About our newsletter

You may notice that there have
been changes in our newsletter.
We are working to keep costs
down while continuing to improve
on how we communicate with the
Peter’s Place community. By keep-
ing it simple, we can devote more
of our resources to children and
our programs. There may be more
changes ahead. Please let us know
your thoughts on our news as we
move forward. 

No matter what our situation or personal experience of loss, we all need the reminder of
what Peter’s Place represents.



brings management experience, program
development expertise, plus a strong
human relations background to Peter’s
Place. I hope you will join me in welcoming
her with your support, your ideas, and your
best wishes for success.

Peter’s Place has been fortunate to have
the generosity of many loyal supporters.
We are deeply appreciative of each and
every gift we receive. It is only with your
support that Peter’s Place can continue to
fulfill its mission and to grow so we may
impact the lives of even more children. I
often find myself asking you to support
Peter’s Place through your generous dona-
tions, gifts in kind, and with your time and
effort. I don’t ask lightly. I understand that
each of us has other obligations and that
we are pulled in many directions. I know
that many of you are asked by other non-
profits for your support. But I truly believe
that making room for Peter’s Place in your
heart is fundamentally worthwhile. I believe
that what we can accomplish now has the
long-term benefit of making individuals
healthier and happier, and the community a
better place. This is a pivotal time for us in
recognizing our dreams for Peter’s Place.
We have grown so much, and now we are
ready to mature.

As a founder and member of the Board of
Directors, I am enormously proud of how
far we have come and look forward to our
future together. �

I have had the great pleasure of
watching Peter’s Place grow from a mere
idea to a vibrant reality in little more than
five years. Like many small non-profits, we
have been faced with awesome challenges.
The surest sign of progress is that we have
grown to handle each difficult time with
more agility and confidence. The Peter’s
Place community never ceases to amaze
me as it has risen to meet every challenge,
never failing to provide a safe place for
children and families to grieve. We are
incredibly fortunate to have such a dedicat-
ed Board of Directors, so many committed
volunteers, and such capable staff at
Peter’s Place.

I am often reminded of how what Peter’s
Place provides is both valuable and neces-
sary. Last June, I attended the Peter’s Place
picnic. A father of two children who had
lost his wife introduced himself to me. He
wanted to pass along his appreciation for
all that Peter’s Place had done to support
him and his family. He wanted me to
understand that his was not an unusual
story at Peter’s Place and that we provide
comfort, security, and an anchor to wind-
ward for many of our families and children.
He commented that our impact, while of
the moment, would last a lifetime for many
of the children, allowing them to deal with
their grief in a healthy way and to eventually
prosper as adult members of the community.

As I appreciate what we have accomplished,
I am excited about our future and new
Executive Director. Elise Gaul, MS, has
joined us and begun the task of leading
Peter’s Place into our next phase of devel-
opment. The Board of Directors was careful
in its search and is proud to have found
someone with such diverse abilities. Elise
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Mission Statement
Peter’s Place’s mission is to provide
a safe and nurturing environment
where children, teens, and their
families can get support as they
work through the healing process
following the death of someone 
significant in their lives. Our work is
based on the belief that grief is a
burden no child should carry alone.
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Ph: 610-687-5150   Fax: 610-687-5152
www.petersplace10.com

2

We provide comfort, security, and an
anchor to windward for many of our
families and children.



T he holiday
season is quickly
approaching for
many families at

Peter’s Place. The
holidays can be a

spiritual time, and a
family time for many. It

can also be a time for high expectations –
to socialize, be festive, shop, and meet the
needs of others. For families who have
experienced a death, the holidays can 
trigger the emergence of strong emotions
and vivid memories, and a heightened
awareness of loss.

Holidays can make wounds feel fresh –
though family members may find them-
selves constrained by responsibilities of the
season, individual ideas of how they

“should” feel and behave, as well as other
people’s expectations. While each person
deals with loss and the holidays in their
own way, grieving families may consider a
few ideas for coping as the holidays
approach:

For Adults…
Take one day at a time. Just making it
through the holidays can take much more
effort for those who are grieving. Ultimately,
it is up to each person to decide
what he or she can handle with
regard to family obligations,
friends, and events. It may help
to prioritize, recognizing the
need to set limits and focus
energy on things that are 
meaningful. Try to make 

priorities a little flexible as you take it one
day at a time. In so doing you are respect-
ing how your feelings may change from
one day to the next.

Acknowledge the loss. Consider mean-
ingful traditions in memory of the deceased
loved one such as lighting a memorial can-
dle, making a special ornament for the
deceased, or giving a charitable gift in
honor of the loved one. These activities
create a space to remember and be pres-
ent with the memory of the person.

For Children…
Allow the possibility of making changes
to the usual holiday routine. While chil-
dren benefit from structure, shifting certain
family routines or inventing new ones can
create an opportunity for them to express
their needs from family during holiday time.
Examples: open presents at a different
time, encourage children to decorate the
tree in a new way, invite new people into
your rituals, etc.

Let children know that their feelings are
accepted. This is a time when children at
school are faced with lots of talk about
families, parents, celebrating, and being
thankful. This can send the message that
children are not supposed to feel sad,
angry, upset, or any other emotions that
often accompany grief. It may be very 
frustrating and isolating to be confronted
with talk of other people’s families and
celebrations. It is essential for children to

know that however
they feel during this
season is ok. �

Making a Donation to 
Peter’s Place
Thank you for your interest and support.
We’ve come so far – growing from 25 
children to over 100 in just a few years.

As you know, we do not charge our families
for our services. We rely on your generosity
and your commitment to what Peter’s Place
is all about. In our busy world, Peter’s Place
offers a safe haven for families facing their
most difficult time. Volunteers and staff
work together to make Peter’s Place a
healing place.

❥ Your financial support helps us to
increase our outreach to more
children.

❥ Your donation buys supplies, toys and
snacks for the children.

❥ Your donation allows us to seek oppor-
tunities within the community at-large
– to help organizations, schools, and
friends of grieving people to under-
stand the impact of death and grieving
on children and families they serve,
work with, and care about.

❥ Your support helps us build our caring
community.

Please take time now to make a
donation to Peter’s Place using the

attached donor envelope.

Thank You for your support!
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Grieving Families and the Holiday Season
by Stephanie Kneeland, Graduate Intern

The holidays can trigger the emer-
gence of strong emotions and vivid
memories, and a heightened aware-
ness of loss.

Young children using
play to express 
themselves.

Wish 
List...

• Digital Camera

• Medium- or heavy-
duty shredder



Children, families, donors, volunteers,
Board members, and staff provide distinc-
tive points of view and forms of sustenance
for Peter’s Place. Peter’s Place is personal
and we cannot represent ourselves other-
wise.

Is it possible to manage the fiscal needs of
such an organization, to be practical and
strategic? We insist on our values of being
non-judgmental and caring towards others.
We are adamant that children and families
feel safe at Peter’s Place. We can also
commit ourselves to making Peter’s Place a
safe place to invest in – with one’s heart,
energy, time, and resources. Meaning and
accountability need not be mutually exclu-
sive and we can apply our values to all
aspects of Peter’s Place as we move 
forward.

A good metaphor for this can be found in
Thornton Wilder’s play, Our Town. It is

about ordinary life in a small town and the
impact of death on family and community.
The play is shown with little scenery or
props, no lighting tricks, and the stage
manager tells the
story. There is no
“behind the scenes”
in Our Town; the act of 
putting on the play is transparent to all and
effectively reinforces the play’s meaning. If
you have seen it you probably went away
feeling profoundly moved by the reminder
of our common, fragile humanity. Peter’s
Place has accomplished this and can con-
tinue to do so with simple honesty and
clarity in how we stage the management of
our community.

Peter’s Place exists because a small group
of individuals came together to grieve and
to try to make meaning of the death of a
child. They called upon community to act
as healer. I can think of no better use of

community. I can imagine no better ideal of
community towards which to strive than
one committed to such basic honesty about
our lives and ourselves.

I am honored to have the opportunity to
lead Peter’s Place. To those of you who
came to Peter’s Place before me, I am 
particularly grateful. I also urge you to
renew your commitment to Peter’s Place.
Now is a crucial time in terms of planning
and realizing new goals for our future.
There is so much we can do to share – to
reach more children, to educate others out-
side our walls, and to spread our message
of healing, and community. I am energized
by the passion I have seen and will act to
cultivate the dedication of all of our existing
members as we step forward together to
greet the new. �

Peter’s Place offers intensive training to
volunteers to prepare them to be grief 
facilitators. We also offer opportunities to
support the work and mission of Peter’s
Place through outreach, administrative sup-
port, professional services, and fundraising
activities.

With only a small,
paid staff, Peter’s
Place depends on
the commitment
of volunteers. Our
volunteers come
to us for many
reasons. Many
have experienced

a death themselves and want to share their
understanding of the healing process.
Some other reasons include:

■ Being part of a caring community

■ Making a difference in the life of
a child in a permanent and
meaningful way

■ Gaining skills and experience
working with children and
families

■ Learning about oneself and
finding ways to make meaning of
loss – and treasure life!

Continued from front page...

Why volunteer at Peter’s Place?

Meaning and accountability need not be mutually exclusive.

Volunteer Facilitator Beth Romanski.

Teen Volunteer Chandler Hoopes.

At Peter’s Place, we believe that our 
volunteers are precious. We can never say
“Thank you” enough! 

Please contact us to receive a
volunteer application:

610-687-5150



I n today’s society, silence is something
that is not valued. In fact, silence is often
avoided at all costs. Most people feel 
awkward simply being in an elevator for
just a few seconds because they are in an
intimate setting with nothing to do but be
silent. Silence can be so uncomfortable. It
is a necessity for people to avoid feeling
uncomfortable, and with good reason:
feeling uncomfortable and uneasy is not a
fun thing.

There are times, however, when silence
can, in fact, be golden. One of those times
is at Peter’s Place, where I am entering my
third year facilitating 3 to 5 year olds. I

could not enjoy my time there more. I have
learned tons from little guys who are one-
third my size and one-fourth my age. One
of the things I have learned is the power of
silence. Just being with them can be an
immeasurable two-way gift. I think that my,

or anyone’s presence can say a lot more
than words ever would. Just playing along-
side someone in the sandbox, or with
dinosaurs, or with a doll house can open a
channel for some of the most mind blowing
things I could ever hope to hear. Silence
lets someone speak on his or her own
terms – when they are ready to talk. This is
when a small child will say something that
makes Aristotle look elementary and
pedestrian. I have such high esteem for the
kids at Peter’s Place and all little children
because of the things that they have told
me – comments that could only be said
because we allowed silence.

This is not a call to a moratorium on
speaking. I am simply saying that filling the
air with meaningless, forced dialogue
would have left me short of where I am
today. So next time there is an awkward
pause, let’s just try to enjoy the sound of
silence. �

“I come to Peter’s Place because I
want to know what to do when I
am sad.”

– From a 9-year-old girl whose father died

“The experience I had at Peter’s
Place was amazing! What helped
the most were the people and
friends I made.”

– From a 12-year-old boy whose mother died

“Hearing about the experiences of
others who have lost their spouses
before me – their shared experi-
ence – helps me to know that I am
not alone.”

– From a Mother of 10-year-old whose
husband died

“Talking about my father has
helped the most.” 

– From an 8-year-old boy whose father died

“Peter’s Place is extremely support-
ive, knowledgeable, encouraging,
accepting. I learned things about
myself that helped me with my
grief.”

– From a Mother of a 15-year-old girl whose
husband died

“There are things one cannot 
readily talk about with people who
have not had a recent loss. Peter’s
Place sets the stage for that to 
happen, in privacy and without
constraint.”

– From a Father of a 6-year-old boy whose
wife died

The Sound of Silence
by Adam Ferrone, Volunteer Teen Facilitator

Voices From 
Peter’s Place
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Silence lets someone speak on his
or her own terms.

Pre-group play.

A group preparing for the talking circle.


