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I n the last
few weeks, the
new home for
Peter’s Place has
been officially
christened with
the initiation of
the 2005-2006

support groups, two open houses, new
families coming for orientation, and the vis-
itors arriving to tour. The once blank space
is waking up to the energy of the children
and the return of the Peter’s Place commu-
nity. Peter’s Place is where so much
happens. It is a workplace for some, a
place to collaborate and plan, a place for
play, a place to talk, cry, be silly, and expe-
rience the most genuine and natural
human emotions. To
me, the space is a
sacred place, because
Peter’s Place is where
we acknowledge
together that things can
inexplicably fall apart.
By experiencing this in
the presence of accept-
ing others, we are
calling upon community
to act as healer.

We are a community surrounded by a very
brusque and busy world. All of us are
pulled in many directions by our relation-

who will easily forge this connection, who
are hungry for what this community has 
to offer.

As Executive Director, I am committed to
preserving our values – to providing excep-
tional services to children and families, to

making Peter’s Place a rewarding and
enriching place to work, volunteer, visit,
support, and to making Peter’s Place finan-
cially secure and sustainable in the long
term. I do not believe that this community
can claim or aspire to having one voice.

ships and community memberships outside
of Peter’s Place. Often we are asked to
hurry up, get over it, be practical, move on,
stop being so sensitive – or whatever else
we may be called upon to keep going and,
in effect, erase our basic nature and indi-
vidual experience. Peter’s Place is a

community that defies these other 
messages by encouraging a personal,
experiential path towards healing. No 
matter what our situation or personal expe-
rience of loss, we all need the reminder of
what Peter’s Place represents.

This community is now reaching five years
old. This five-year old
has already grown a
lot and can mature
substantially more
should we choose to
explore. Peter’s Place,
as I know it so far, is
made vital by the
tenacious commitment
of volunteers, families,
donors, staff, and
Board of Directors. I

have been amazed by the strength of the
connection so many have with Peter’s
Place. There is a splendid passion here! As
we reach out, there will be more people

Peter’s Place is Our Town
by Elise Gaul, MS, Executive Director
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About our newsletter

You may notice that there have
been changes in our newsletter.
We are working to keep costs
down while continuing to improve
on how we communicate with the
Peter’s Place community. By keep-
ing it simple, we can devote more
of our resources to children and
our programs. There may be more
changes ahead. Please let us know
your thoughts on our news as we
move forward. 

No matter what our situation or personal experience of loss, we all need the reminder of
what Peter’s Place represents.




